
DIAGRAMS IN E.L.T.



1. VENN DIAGRAMS

• Venn diagrams were created 
by John Venn in the 1880s. 

• They put information in 
logical groupings to highlight 
similarities and differences. 

• They usually have either 2 
circles or 3 circles. 



2 circle type



3 circle type



• In recent years, Venn diagrams are also used 
for humorous comparisons and can be found 
on Twitter / Facebook, etc. 





How can these be used in class?

• Summarise differences before a speaking 
activity

• Summarise information after a speaking 
activity

• Summarise some key difference that have 
been learned from a whole lesson, or a series 
of lessons. 



BRAINSTORM.. Core English Unit 1





Before a speaking task



2. FLOW CHARTS





Mind maps



3. Word associations





Phrasal verbs





BE CAREFUL WITH THE DIFFICULTY 
LEVEL

• Don’t use too many new words. Interference 
and cross association may confuse and hinder 
students. (Tinkham, 1993, 1997; Waring, 
1997; Schmitt, 2000; Papathanasiou, 2009).

• Instead, use such activities to review 
associations of (mostly) known words
(Nation, 2000:6).



Movie/trivia





Larger mind maps



Benefits

• WRITING- it helps students to formulate and 
organise ideas. Classmates or the instructor 
can ask students to elaborate on gaps in their 
mind map

• FOR A PRESENTATION- it allows students to 
remember the key words and topics, but 
prevents them from writing and reading full 
sentences



Organising an essay or a speech



A template mind map for a 3 minute 
speech
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